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Protection Agninst Free Trade,
From the N. Y. T¥ibune,

Inan address receutly [ssned, the Ame-
rioan Industrial League onlls the notios of the
prople of the United States to the combined
attack which the agents of forelgn free trade
have of late been making against the nationsl
industry. The cauntion is a tiwtly one.
“Free trade' i a very cheap outery in con-
tempt and at the expence of feal and honsst
free trade. 1L is trade which is free to the
British merohant rather than to the Amarioan
producer, which would give us, iu plage of the

reatraints of a protective gystem, the costs in
a thousand ways of forelgn domination over
native labor. The polioy which it advooates
is one without shape or measure, dissoluts as a
d and practically a8 pernicious as any
British manufacturer baving oheap goods to
sell at double expense to the American work-
ingman could possibly desire, The Ameriocan
League cannot be wrong, therefore, in absorib-
ing a long train of evils to ths disaipations of
finance and commorce to which a policy of
uncheoked free trade must inevitably lead, if
it prevails at all. The worst of these would
be repudiation in some form or other,

The question at fssue between protection
and non-protection is one of moral dominion
over commerce. In a contest belween the
nation’s mechanios and producers and the
British manufacturers, we are constantly asked,
Shall we emancipate our labor from the ochains
of oheap competition or shall we freely allow
his Royal Cheapness, the spiuner or foundry-
man of Birmingham, to sway us at his will ?
Thus far, we conolude that it is better for the
revenue, morals, and toil of this land that the
foreign worker should pay his own board-
bill am us than that we should pay it
for him. e are not bound to maintain a
rival at our doors. We can do better with
ocommerce as an agent of our own industries
rather than the slave of foreign labor, which
is made the dictator alike of our trade amd
manufacture. A commercs in  danger of
being debauched by unlimited and indis-
oriminate trading veeds as much intslligent
protection as a commuuity which demands
an efficient lignor law to keep its ¥ politic
sober. Between extravagant, unlicensed buy-
ing and lollln'f, aud? inteinperate drinking, we
oan easily find the Togioal parallel, espucially
if the market bullies the workshop, to the con-
fusion and defeat of those legitimate industries
which are the true test of the national worth.
Liquor selling without any hindrance is at the
cost of publio sobriety; free trade, without
stint, is a charge on the national toil. Where-
fore, we think the people are not likely to be

deceivad by any specious argument under s |

plausible name. They know that free trade is

very much like free whuskiﬁsnch as a toper |

permits himself to take at all hours of the day
and under all circnmstances. The In-
dustrial League proposes to itself the h gh-
est objcets of economy. Thess are not the
pursuit of an unlimited tarif any more than
an unlimited free trade; neither are they par-
tial or local. The Leagne intends to vindicate |
all &mduntiom; a8 ony; to endeavor 10 lessen
all the burdens imposed on lubor by a whols-
some study and coriticism of administrations
measures, and to warn the country
against any exhibition of lggseness or ex-
tmvm(’e in our reven fvatem. To reduce
the cost of all articles fn'imu necessity to

the masses of they people, by plaving the great

burden of Lo ation upon articles of luxury,
;nd SeSlring adeqnate protection to our
ome

orkshops and fields, will be, of course,
an earnest aim of the League. There is an
urgent work besides, in sesing that the rave.
nue laws are striotly and uuivcréallyn_u‘nr'urc&.l.
Let the League assume this task with the
energy and intelligence which it owns, and we
ghall gee, beyend doubt or cavil, how much is
lost to the nation’s revenus by maladminis-
tration, and how much, in spite of this, is

ained by the system approved by Congress.
Q'lmt the Leagne proposes to do is, we take
it, in the interest of legitimate free trads, and
not of the sham which sets up the cry of wolf
against protection in order that it may devour
our sheep.

We counsel the peopls to give hearty aid
to the csuse which now appeals in their be-
Lalf. There can be no real danger of the sue-
ce88 of the British doctrine of free trade if the
public are once aroussd to mest the new an-
tagonism which has, of late, sprung up among
imporiers and othiers trading here on foreign
capital. Foreign capital may well be em-
ployed to support this over-zealous upstart;
a.m{ the friends of free Iabor may properly de-
pend on such native resources as our mines,
workshops, foundries, and flalds, Those in- |
terests need no gecond word to come, if need
be, to the rescve of Amarioan labor, and help

bor thousands of mfles awny. Free trade is
another word for libarty without law.
dangerous licenss of trade and flnance, Ina
word, it i3 commereial libertinizm. Against
Buch a heresy every pick, hammen, spindle,
aud hoe in the land 5 raised.

e — . »
Futility and Mischief of the Presldent's
Course.

From the N. ¥. Timea,

A speolal despatch to Ssturday's Erpress
intimates that although the President is
“frmly and unchangeably convinced'' of the
legality of the Amnesty Proclamation, *‘still
the doubt npon the question that exisis in the
public mind,”and the agitation to which it has
given rise, “‘will, it is feared, render the pro-
clamation of very little beneflt to the people
for whom it was intended." “Cartain it ia”
the same anthority adds, “there will be o

istration under it, so that in the {mportant
= gv t of suffrage it will prove an utter nullity,”
hether the E.l'}u'm q(\rrwuy reports the
feeling and pur“ww of My, Johnson or not
there oan be no doubt that it speaks the trath
when it describes the recent proclamation as
of no gervice wh;ltever to 1?“’ outh,
The fact that remark 8 equally applion-
ble to every phase of the Pr:aidn{u's pautl-
: onal policy is its severest conduemng.
tion. Bomething might Le alleged in favor of
an obstinate adheraxce to his own views if he
were able 50 to apply them as to mitigats the
miseries and hasten the restoration of the
fSouth. The accomplishment of practical
wounld go far towards pallisting dogma
m and uﬁ-will in its progecution. But
what can be pleaded in justification of acts
which invariably fall short of thair professed
object ! What onn be urged in ostion-of
a polioy undertaken avowedly in the interest
of the Bouth, but which always sigoally fuils
to afford it plightest beoefit?  The Aw-
neaty Proolsmstion is one of & series of inter-
furenoes to counteract cortaln meu-
#ures of Congress, aud its fallure to restore

the suflrage to the disfranchised clasges randers
it as barren and unprofitable as all that pre-
oeded it from the same source. In respeot to
helping the Bouth; it is as worthless ns waste
T,
; l‘rmrt.h:ally congidered, then, the issnes
raised by Mr. Johneon in opposition to the
Heconstruction law are as idle as they are
wischievous, As a matter of principle, he
fullilled the requirsments of the most earnsat
convietions when he doclined to be a party to
the vnactment. Now, he oo upiva the posi-
tion of one who Is constantly seeking to apply
his own plans, but s compelled in the end
to suoenmb to the plans of Congress, e

| not only
to make our commerce the agent of home in- | ¥ranoe.
dustry, inttead of the appendix of an allen |

Itiza | pense in which she was

has not the pradence which recognizes de-
{ fent when it ovours, or the true courage
| which endeavors to muake the Lest of dis-
| aster. If ever mortal delighted in kioking
agninst the pricks, it is Le. He proolaims
his possession of potent nuthority, aad it
fortiwith vanishes into thin air. " He con-
trives and declares, and s obliged fmme-
| diately thereafter coufess himself power-
| lo#s., The weapon he invents to overcome
Congress hurts none so seriously as thelr in-
ventor. Its measures go forward, despite his
| opposition. Its polioy has a certainty of unlti-
| mate triumph, notwithstanding kis proolama-
tions against it. " All he really does resolves
itsell into an ineffectunl endenvor to make his
capricions will the supreme law, as against
provisions lawlully enacted. He inoenses Con-
gross by insulting it, and forfuits sonfidence by
bad faith in the administration of its measares,
| The most zealous adherent cannot olaim for
these charaoteristics the merit of statesman-
ship, They exhibit bMluandering from first to
lusy, coupled with a recklogsness and a disra-
gard of the known intent of the law, utterly
inexplicable in the Executive of a republio.
The evil inflicted upon the gountry by this
course is beyond caloulation, For though
Mr. Johuson has uuoiformly failed, and will
| continue to fail, in his efforts to frustrate Con-
| gress, the effect of hia action ia to disturb the
public mind, to introduce uncertainty into
| the work of reconstruction, 40 excite appre-
hensions of farther confliot, aud to impair the
confidence whish lies at the root of entepprise
and prosperity. Inability to foreses the
contingencies of the morrow has not been
Bo paiofully realized sines the darkest
days of the war. My, Johuson has said

that people have ceased to
probabilities of his . action according to
any received standard of right or duty.
Men's minds, moreover, are becoming fami-
liar with revolutionary sohemes—achonies of
violenea and armed strife—as possible inci-
dents of his foture pretensions. We do not
propo#e to hold him responsible for the sen-
sational speculations of LEWSpAper corraspon-
dents; but itis unfortunately notorions that
the persons who share his confidence and
inspire not a few of his ideas, ars favorable to
armed resistance to Congress and 4 sammary
dispersion of its members, it it proesed with
impeachment. It is soncuely oredible that,
with all his folly, Mr. Johu<on can li-ten ap-
provingly to suggestions of this pature. Buat
they are undoubtedly awong the results of
his hostility to Congress and of the angry agi-
tation which his policy has produced. From
every point of view, that policy is as ivimical
to national harmony and peace as it is in-
jurions to the immediate interests of the
Southern people.

e ———

The Late Peace Specchen of the Emperor
Napoleon,
Fromthe N, ¥, Herald.

The time bas béen, and that at no remote
date, when the affuirs of one nation wers
matters of comparative iodiffercnce to the
people of all other nations. Times have
changed, and changed rapidly. We do not,
because we canvot, say that the nations are
bound together by love. They are bound
together, mavertheless; and, in view of the
fact, it matters little whether they are bound
together by love or by interest. More and

more the nations are feeling themselves one.
A natural and negessary consequenocs of this
iz that no one of the great pations of modern
times can afford to be indifferenut to the affairs
ol any other,

It is this general principle which enables us
to understand the jnterest whick is taken by
the Old World in the affairs of the New, and
the interest which is taken by the New in the
aflairs of the Old. There is an aflinity—we
cannot well call it eleotrio, but it is as delivate
as electric may be—between all peoples. Gov-
ernments may have different interests, buot
the interssts of the people in all nations are
one and the same, Touch the pulse of one
nation and the throbbing of the universal
pulse is felt. Do wrong to one natiom, and
the wrong is everywhere experienced.

The speeches of the Emperor Napolson at
Arras, at Lille, and at Amiens are tllustrations
in point. Since the close of the late German
war the Emperor himself has been mainly re-
sponsible for the creation of an uneasy feeling
finanoially, not in France alone, but through-
out the world, This unsasiness was a sounrce

of discomfort but of suffering to

What France was to do France did
not know. What Frauce did kuow was that
she was suffering, and that the state of sis-
placed by the Kmpe-
ror's policy was the wain cauge of that suffer-
ing. Fiance, therefore, was impatient, and
the world was annoyed., :

The Emperor has at last gpoken ont. His
gpecolies are before France and the world, and
France and the world have beeén bold eneugh
to give their opinions therson. What is the
merit of these specohes, whathér they mean
pesce or whether they mean war, are questions
for the present aside. To thoss who are con-
¢orned abont these points, we commend the
opinfons which we have already expressed,
and the extracts which we gave trom our Ho-
ropean files in Friday's ﬁ.-rnl'l. The points
which we wish te notice are, that the public
opinion of the nation has forced itsell on the
attention of ths Emperor, and that the Em-
peror himself is now tolerably well convinced
that the game of keeping the nations under a
vontinuous war excitement i well-uigh played
ont. The *‘black spots on the horizon," tha
gource of so much digquistude, the Emperor
begins to feel are very muph of his own
creating.

judgs of the

Br. Johnson and His Hetrayors,
From the N. Y. Tribune,

Before Andrew Johnson had been three
woeeks Preasident, slimy, insidions creatures,
Who had instinetively hissed whenever his
name had been mentioned during the two or
three precoding years, crawled throngh by-
ways and up back stairs to his ear, and be-
guiled him to his ruin, with sssurances that
be was still regarded by the Demooratio
party as ons whom aceident had temporarily
alienated from its fold, but who was in heart
and purpose still a Demoorat, whom his old
party was ready to recognize and follow as a
leader. They told him that he was destined
to reunite and restore 0 power the Jackson

Demooracy, and thus earn its titnde and
triumphant support in the mxﬂmldunun

and dome s0 much that is wild aud wanton, |

election. Wo know and can name the
men—Copperheada of the most malignant
type—who whizpered these flaltoring mes-
sages into his eager ear, and recsived
hix confidential assurances of sympathy and
favor. At once, his furions diatribes against
treason and treitors—his threats that the
former ghould be made more odions and the
Jatter punished — ware hoshed into utter
silence. Very soon, the Copperhend journals
stopped their measureless revitings and bagan
to regale him with guarded compliments and
onutiovaly worded prafses. The Washington
oracle, formerly the Lnion, but long since
renamed in defurence to the prejudices o! its
patrons, firsl clronmspoctly pronounced 'im
an unchanged Democrat; a Demooratio com-
mittes openly tendered him its congratulations
om hiz aceession; and goon the World—which
had for monthe, and especially on the ocea
gions of his Nashville speeoh accepting the
nominntion for Vice-President, and of his un
happy Insuguration harangne—assailed him
with beastly invoctives ag o “*boorish, dronken
tailor"'—jeined in proclaiming his orthodoxy
and pounding his praises. And thus it has
continusd spplaudiog his acts and glorifying
hiz characler ever since; while every grog-
shop oracle hag refichoed its landations.

Bince the onse of Eve and the serpent, there
has bein no more deliberate, determiued, per-
glrlent seduction. Mr. Johnson had woak-
nesses; the Demmorals knew and resolved to
profit by thew. Ile bhad a consuming ambi-
tion and a deficlenoy of moral prioviple; they
played npon these with intent to bend and
monld kim to their nses. They knew that
the action they required of him Involved im-
measnrible ingratitnds and perfidy to those
who had eleoted him; they knew that a Presi-
dent who ghould betray them as they songht
to have him betray the Republicans could gat
his life insored in no prudently muanaged
company; but they wanted offloe and power,
and hoped to gain them through his corrap-
tion and ruin; so they fooled him to the top
of Liis bent, aund gloated over the prospeot of
the advantages they wonld reap from his de-
basgement and infamy.

Andrew Johnson has done many evil and
unjustifiable deeds since he made the White
House his home; but every one of them was
invited and applauded to the echo by the De.
wocratic party and press. Fallen and de-
tested as bhe is, he is their dupe, their tool,
their vietim, and they have no right to re-
proach nor even desert him. Ha is what they
have made him, and entitled to their forbaar-
anoe not only but their affeotion. His traa-
chery is the Iadder whereby they have olimbed
out of au abyss of hopelessuvss into a twilight
of lll'l“‘-

And mow his betrayera proolaim, throngh
the World, the Alhany Arqus, ete., that he is
not & Democrat—that they will not be respon.
sible for his Presidential career—that Demo-
crats must not accept places in his Cabinet,
ete. ete, as if they had never swayed his
policy nor beggaed his offices ! Liks the “fold
phyeician,” his sands of official life are *‘fast
rupning oul,” and they fear he will ask them
to make good their hollow professions, their
ly ng flattenies, by makiog him their ocandi-
date for re-tlection. It is the old case of the
libertine yequired to fulfll Lis perfidious vows
after their oud has been suswersd, their object
attained. They vever mesut to fulfil them,
even when their lips were hot with protusta.
tions of fealty and devotion. They will no
more run Lim for President than they did his
prototype, John Tyler; and, when he has no-
thing more to give, they will shun aud despise
biw a8 they did his non-illustrious predoves-
sor. They have already disowned him as a
Democrat; two years henoe, they will protest
that he was always a Black It ‘publican, whom
they detested and opposed while in power,
and turned out on the first opportanity.
Cardinal Wolsay could not complain of being
leit naked to his enewies more justly than
oan Awndrew Jobnson from the day on which
he descends to the common level of his fel-
low-citizens.

The President and Congress—\What iy
the Frospect for President Johuaon ¥

From the N, ¥, Herald.

The special despatches which we published
from Washington, disclosing the views and
purpoges of I'resident Johnson in the further
progecution of his fight with Congress, have
created in this metropolis, and will create
throughout the country, a profound sensation.
Satisfled that the programme thus disclosed
hus been resolved upon by the President—
because everything that he has done, begin-
nivg with the removal of Stanton, points in
this direction—the questions reour, What is
the prospect for Mr. Johinson? Will the issus
be to him the trimmph of Cromwell or the
failure of Charles the Fiist !

He proposes to reopen the registration
offices in the Rebel BStates, in order that the
Rebels embraced in his last amnesty proola-
tion may be admitted to the ballot-boxes in
the work of Sounthern reconstruction; and this
he proposes in deflance of the reconstruotion
laws of Congress. Itis his declared purposs,
in the event of an attempt by Congress Lo re-
wove him, to attempt the removal of Congress,
This brings the contending partiss to ologe
quarters, aud to the consideration of the main
quustion, viz.:—Oun which side is the heaviest
artillery ! Assuming that with the reassem-
bling of Congress in the last weck of November
the House of Reprisentatives will. in the
capacity of a grand jory, pass resolutions re-
quiring the Sevate, as the Ligh court of im-
pescliment, to try Andrew Johuson for certain
“high orimes and misdemennors,’” what will
Lo the next step in this case? If Mr. John-
800 be next declared susponded in his official
vapncity, and Benjamin P, Wade, President of
the Senate, be deolared President of the United
Blutes for the time being, what then !

It strikes us that there the confiict must
end, for the Constitution provides no appoal
sgainst the removal of 8 President by Con-
gress.  All orders from Mr, Johngon, aftsr he
shall have been declared supergedad by Con-
fl’t‘ﬁr, will be s0 much waste paper, snd will

e 50 regarded by all offloisls sabject to the
President’s suthority. Mr. Jobuson must not
permit Congress to proveed to the extramity
of his removal or suspension, or he is gone.
But he will anticipate this result and prevent
it by proroguing Congress. The two Honses,
however, will disregatd this order: and what
then ! The example of Cromwell, in dispersing
the Long Purliament by a equad of soldiars,
will then Lo the only alternative loft to the
President In pursuing his line of resistance
agtingt Congress.  But will Mr, Johnson take
this bazardous step?! We think that, with
all the blunders he has comimitted, md with
all the Inducements and arguments that have
been or may be presented in favor of it by
Jerry Black and the Blalr family, he will be
too wige Lo venture upon such s blunder a8
this. We dare say that this warlike pro-
gramime, which he has foreshadowed for oir-
vulation among the newspapars, is mere Chi-
nese thunder, intended to gghm the radi-
cals, and that this new radicsl hue and ery of
impeachment s probably more inte to
frighten Johngon for anythiog else.

I the President wers really serious in these
fearfal designe, he would hardly blazon them
asbroud to the world in advance of the time for
action. If he were iu earnest, the word and

the blow would come together., We guesa
that he bas been noduly exclted by the late
eleotions In California and Msine, and thiuks
that his polioy 18 al last ereating a tremondous
popular remction agninet Congress, and that
perhaps the people are ready for any meagnres
thiat will rid the country of this radical Con
sress and its radical revolntionary schemes,
{ wuch, however, are the motions of Mr,
Johneon in cansing thesa hints of his present
intentions to be made known, we suspect that
he will very soon be undeceived, and that he
lias ngain {w»n making politionl oapital for
the Republioun party as represented in Con-
Bruvss.

General Butler’s Plan for Hepudinting
the Fublic vebt,

Y. Werld,

Butler's schiemes of repudiation,
which first came out in the report of & privats
conversation, is now publicly acknowledged
over his own signature, in a letler to the
Evening Post, printed on Friday, IHis pride
in this dishonest project is g0 complacent that
he can ‘“‘boar no brothers npear the throne;"
and he accordingly tries to make it appear

that it is original with himeelf, and not bor-
rowed from Mr, Pendletom, He avers that he
had wot seen Mr, Pendleton’s views at the
time of the reported conversation, sud has
met only a synopsis of them sinee, He claims,
too, that Lis scheme differs radioally from Mr,
Pendleton’s. We are not ourious to trace the
poluts of identity or difference; but it is proper
to call attention to the alarming proposal put
forth by General Buatler, and to inquire into
the probabilities of its adoption or rejection by
the American people.

Dismissing Mr. Pendloton from thoe discns-
tion, let us examine what General Batler
propoges 1o do with the national debl, We
will allow him to state his plan in his own
language:—

‘“T'o the assertion that by this course the pab.
He ereditor by five-twenty bonds is Injured, I
reply that I propose to pay him when s obll-
getion falls due In precisely the skme currency
or money which the Governmaent has provided
for every other creditor, public or privite, to be
P"M In, snd that which it s declared npon the

ek of every legalstender note he may be rald
lo, the best and most valoable money which
Lthe cradil of the conntry can ustain, bearing
relatlon 1osdny 1o gold as 1610 ID-whlle the
mon: y that these five-twonty craditors lenl the
Government (being the best whioh Lthe then
credit of the Government could afford)! stood
In relution Lo gold as 200 and 255 to 10, I the
Governmentl pays them In a currency from
fifty to oue hinodred por cant, botterdhnn Lhey
lent the Government, of what hove Lhey Lo
complnip, save that the Government wili not
thx the people to pay them s usurious share;
or, In other words, wlill not tax Lhe people to
ennule the eapltalst to ke a specalation out
of the war nécessilies of Lhe Government,

“History tells of no Government whioh has
yet pald 1ts cieditors all they loaned to i1, and
thus made them whole; and I donbt whether
good falth, good conrclencs, or equily requlre
this Government to pay its creditors thres
times what It recelved from them, with lnterest
al s1x per cont, on the troble amount, Of course,
il any eontraetl to do that be shown, ‘the Jow
shall have bhis bond, but not oue drop of Clhrls-
tian bleod.' "

This is, atleast, hardy and explicit. The
bonds are to be paid in greenbacks, nnless
(which General Butler disputes) the (Govern-
ment is under a contract to the contrary; and
if it be under a contract to pay coin, it is
to be fulfilled in the same sense as “Shylook’s"
bond for the pound of flesh—in other words,
it is to be outwitted and defeated by a triek of
interpretation. I'he danger that the public
oreditors will be dealt with as “‘Portia’’ dealt
with the usurious Jew when she awarded him
the forfeit of his bond, is not small; and it
mway a3 well be looked in the face. Our
ability to demonstrate that the Giovernmant is
under an engagement to pay in ooin, gives ua
1o confidence that the engagement will be
kept, any more than our ability to demon-
#trate that the policy of the Republican party
has been educating the cound ry into a gon-
tempt of solemn compoots; and a3 the Goy-
emment, nuder the control of that party, lins
broken the public faith in almost every other
particular, it may easily add this infamy to
the long catalogusa,

Gen. Butler's alluzion to “Shylock’s” pound
of flegh is aFL and illastrative; Lut it is not the
first time the same figure has been used to
foreshadow the Republican method of falfilling
public engagements. As all readers cannot be
expeoted to be familiar with every part of
Shakespeare's plays, let us recall the story of
“Shylock.” A merchant who, in great dis-
tress, borrows money of “Shylock,” enters
into & bond engaging, as a penalty for non-
payment, to forfeit a pound of tlesh, to ba cut
out by the ‘““Jew” mearast Lis heart. The
merchant fails to pay the debt, and the “Jaw''
goes into court and sues for a decree autho-
rixing him to take the penalty, A nimble-
witted woman, in love with the merchant,
enters the court in disguise, passes herself off
for a learned expounder of the laws, is per-
mitted to assume the judgment-sest, and
makes thé award as follows:—

Portin, —A Ik'lllllli of that same merchanl's

Nesh Is thine;

The courl awnrds i, and the law doth glve i,
shy lock . —~Most righteons jundyo !

Poruig.—And you must ont this tlesh from ol

his brenst:

The law allows It, and the conrt awards It
Shylook«—Most Jearued judge! & sentence:
colug, prepare

Portin.—Tarry a lHitle;—there 18 something
else

This bond doth glve thee here no drop of bload;
The words expresaly are, a pound of tesli:
But In the entting It 1f thon dos, shed
A drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods
Are, by the lnws of Venlee, confiscate
Unto the Btute of Venlcw.

Frem the N
General

This mode of enforcement defeated the in-
tention of the contract, aud the spectators are
glad to see the Jew =0 dexteronsly foiled, be
cauge they consider the Lond as repugnant to
natural justice. This is precisely Gleparal
Butler's idea respecting the ‘contract (if there
be one) to pay the public debt in coln. Ha
would have the Government ereditors awarded
their coin in some such cironmventing WAY a8
Shylock waa awarded his pound of flesh; that
is, in & way which, while pretending to give
the coin, cheats them out of it. A kesn ¢oun-
sellor of thieves, such as Geperal Batler was
while practising as a orimidal lawyer, could
doubtiess invent some chicaning fetoh against
the public creditors, as adroit as that of evad-
ing the obligation to surrender fugitive slaves
by deolaring them “oontraband of war,’ or
treating Secesh ladies ag women of the town.
He prides himsell on his {ugenuity in such
stratagems, and his rogue's witcould easily
hit upon something equally expert for sircum-
venting the Iruhllr oreditors, Whether the
conutry would adopt aud appliud it is & very
grave guestion,

When the Repnblican party was a mere

‘seed, just beginning to sprout, it was plasted,

and first teok root, in this same perfidy to
ublic engagements,  Ag long ago as 1548, M,

ward, in a speech «4n Ohlo, advoonted the
fulfilment of the obligation to return fagitive
plaves in the same way General Butler advo-
calen thoe payment of the poblic debt, and
mada nas of the very same’ Mustration drawn
from the Merohant of Venice; telling slavery
that, I it insisted on ita pound of flagh, *His
life must pay the forfuit.” ~And the Republi-
can party has alm{:l acted in the spirit of
that sdvicd. The plainest and most positive
engugemnents of the Constitution have buen
beon fulfilled in the ssme spirit (n whioch

Ol Liye

Whiskies.
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IENRY S. H

Nos.

S helr Bioek of Hye Whiskien, IN

Prenent date,

Exriveson Line Whar !,

LABEGEST AND BEST STOCK OF

FINE OLD RYE WHISKIES
IN THE LAND I8 NOW POSSESSED BY

ANNIS & CO.,,

218 and 220 BOUTH FROKRT STREET,

WO GFFERTHE SANE TO TRE TRADE IN LOTS ON VERY ADVANTAGEOTR
TERMNS,

ROND, comprises all the favorite brands

€afaut, ond yous through the varfous months of 1505,'60, and of this yoar, up s

Tilaanl contrscts made for lots to arrive at Pemmsylvania Hallrond Depet;
or at Bonded Warshouses, as parties may sleot,

“"Shylook' wna awarded his penalty. No com-
pact, however solemp, has ever been permit-
ted to have the welght of a feathor agaiust the
inclinations, or, as they wonld prefer to oall It,
the sense of justios, of the Republicans. Re-
speot for engagements has, by this measps, basn
o undermived and wenkenod that a just sense

the obligation of contracts is well nigh
bliterated.

The idea that any contract is binding simply
on gronuds of good faith, or that it is binding
in the gense in whioh it was made, or that it
i3 1o be observod for oune moment longer than
8 party baving the power, bas also the inoli-
nation {o break it, is pretty well exploded in
this country, exeept so far a5 a remunant of
pood faith survives among the Democrany.
The country derided its engagement to return
fagitive slaves; derided fts augagement Lo
abide by the devisions of the Supreme Conrt;
its epgagement to restora the States toall their
rights as soon as the Rebellion was subdued:
its engagement not to maintain martial law in
time of peace; its engrgement that every State
may have Senators and Representatives in
Congress; and it has derided a long list of
other engagements Flainly written in the Con-
stitution, bat openly repudisted in the prac-
tice of the Government. It may be said, in-
deed, that most of these engagements, like
that to return fugitive slaves, have been disre-
garded on account of overruling considerations
which rendered fulfiiment revolting to the
publioc mind. This is precisely our point:
thal past engagements go for nothing againat
& present sense of expediency, and that the
Republican party has been educating the
the country into this contempt of engagements
for the last twenty years.

What reason have we for expecting that
pecuniary engsgements will fare better than
others 7 All semse of the obligation of an en-
Eagemenl, simply as being an engagement,

aving been eftaced, there remains in the Re-
publican party no moral sentiment to which
the obligation of compacts can fasten, The
interest of the bondholders may stand in the
place of a conscience, and bribes may do the
same office for Congressmen; but the mass of
Republican voters aud taxpayers have so often
sanctioned the violation of compaots, that they
will have no compunction in doing it again to
ease their burdens. They have become quite
reconciled to the idea of repudiating debts by
paying them in greenbacks, by the custom
which has so long prevailed of paying private
debts in this manner, If it is right in the one
case, why not in the other?

The public conscience having been thus de-
banched b{ along course of Republican edu-
oation, and all feeling of the obligation of a
public engagement the sense in which it
was made, having been obscured and nearly
obliterated, we can give the public ereditors
10 encouragement agninst the spread and
prevalence of (ieneral Butler's doetrive, We
shall faithfully do all we can to connteract it;
but the Democratio party has had so little sue.
cess in arresting other flagrant breaches of
public faith that we dare not
ngainst the addition of this new instance to
the disgraceful list.
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